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SUB J : SADDAM HUSSEIN ON PALESTINE, LEBANON, THE U.S. AND 
POLITICAL ASSASSINATION 

1 . SUMMARY. IRAQI STRONGMAN REAFFIRMS SUPPORT FOR 
PALESTINIAN CAUSE, ACKNOWLEDGES IRAQI "VOLUNTEERS" IN 
LEBANON AND NAMES US AS LEADER OF ANTI-ARAB FORCES. 
HUSSEIN REJECTS POLITICAL ASSASSINATION IN PRINCIPLE 
BUT EXPRESSES UNDERSTANDING FOR MOTIVATIONS BEHIND IT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER A WEEK'S DELAY, LOCAL PRESS FINALLY PUBLISHED 
REMARKS WHICH VICE-CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN MADE TO DELE- 
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GATES AT PALETINE FILM FESTIVAL ON MARCH 23. (AMONG THOSE 
PRESENT WERE GINA LOLABRIGIDA AND VENESSA REDGRAVE.) 
PREDICTABLY, HE SPOKE OF IRAQ'S ALL-OUT SUPPORT OF 
PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION. CONDEMNING ISRAELI AGGRESSION 
IN LEBANON. HUSSEIN SAID, "WE ARE SENDING AID AND 
VOLUNTEERS TO SUPPORT THE LEBANESE AND THE PALESTINIAN 
RESISTANCE, AND THESE VOLUNTEERS ARE ALREADY THERE. 
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WE WILL CONTINUE TO BOOST THE FIGHTERS IN KEEPING WITH 
OUR CAPABILITIES WHEREEVER THE NEED FOR FIGHTING ARISES 
AND WHENEVER THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO." 

3. HUSSEIN TALKED AT LENGTH ABOUT "FORCES OF GOOD," 

WHICH HE SEES WINNING HUMANITARIAN STRUGGLES OVER TIME 
AND "FORCES OF EVIL," REPRESENTED BY IMPERIALISM. LATTER. 

HE BELIEVES, ARE INEVITABLY DOOMED. 

4. INEVITABLE DOOM OF FORCES OF EVIL MAY BE WELL DOWN 
THE ROAD. HUSSEIN EVEN CONCEDES THAT AVERAGE ISRAELI 
PRESENTLY POSSESSES SCIENTIFIC CAPABILITY SUPERIOR TO HIS 
ARAB COUNTERPART. HE EXPECTS ARABS TO OVERCOME THIS 
TECHNOLOGICAL GAP "WITHIN THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS." HE 
CAUTIONS, HOWEVER, THAT A NEW WAR WITH ISRAEL MAY 
BREAK OUT EVEN SOONER. 

5. HUSSEIN SPECIFIED THE IDENTITY OF THE FORCES 

OF GOOD AND EVIL IN THIS INTERNATIONAL MORALITY PLAY. 

"THE QUARTERS HELPING THE ARABS ARE THE SOVIET UNION, 

THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, THE PROGRESSIVE STATES AND THE 
PATRIOTIC PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS AROUND THE WORLD. 

THE QUARTERS HOSTILE TO THE ARABS ARE THE UNITED 
STATES AND ITS ALLIES." 

6. TAKING THE LONG VIEW, HUSSEIN RAISED POSSIBILITY 
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THAT ISRAELIS MAY OVERPLAY THEIR HAND IN WESTERN EUROPE 
AND THE UNITED STATES BY DISREGARDING INTERESTS OF NATIONS 
WHICH NOW SUPPORT THEM. "IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT THE 
PEOPLES OF WESTERN EUROPE, AND EVEN THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE, CAN TOLERATE THIS INDEFINITELY." 

7. ANSWERING A QUESTION ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION OF 
YOUSIF AL-SEBAI, HUSSEIN EXPLAINED THE IRAQI POSTION 

AS FOLLOWS: "AS A REVOLUTIONARY PARTY, WE HAVE OUR OWN 
VIEW OF POLITICAL ASSASSINATION AS A MODE OF ACTION. 

WE REJECT POLITICAL ASSASSINATION AS A MATTER OF 
PRINCIPLE. BUT AS MANY OF THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD 
FIND THEMSELVES COMPELLED TO KILL, THEY DO SO NOT OUT 
OF LIKING FOR CRIME BUT AS ONE FORM OF ATTACHMENT TO 
LIFE. IN THIS PERSPECTIVE ONE MUST SEE THE REVOLUTIONARY 
ACTIVITIES WHICH INVOLVE COMPULSION TO KILL, AS IS 
THE CASE WITH THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PALESTINIAN COMMANDOS. 
WHEN THIS BECOMES NECESSARY AS A MATTER OF SELF-EXPRESSION, 
WE ARE NOT AGAINST IT." 

8. COMMENT. HUSSEIN SELDOM SPEAKS IN PUBLIC 

WITH SUCH BLUNTNESS. NONETHELESS, WEEK'S DELAY IN 
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PUBLICATION SUGGESTS THAT HE REVEIWED TRANSCRIPT OF 
HIS SEEMINGLY SPONTANEOUS REMARKS AND MADE DECISION 
TO PUT THEM ON THE RECORD. UNLIKE PRESIDENT BAKR, 

HUSSEIN USUALLY DISGUISES HARDLINE VIEWS IN VAGUE 
AND DELPHIC GENERALITIES. SOME OF HIS APOLOGISTS 
AMONG IRAQIS AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS BELIEVE HE IS 
RESPONDING TO CHALLENGE FROM CRUDER RIVALS BY 
PITCHING REMARKS TO LEVEL OF UNSOPHISTICATED BAATHI 
CADRES WHOSE SUPPORT HE WILL NEED IN POST-BAKR ERA. 

WHATEVER THE EXPLANATION, HUSSEIN HAS CLEARLY INDICATED 
THAT IRAQI REGIME FEELS LITTLE NEED AT THIS TIME TO 
SOFTEN ITS RADICAL IMAGE. 

MACK 
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